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I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 


Wireless Broadband Alliance (WBA®) is pleased to submit these reply comments in 
response to the Public Notice issued by the WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU 
AND OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY SEEK COMMENT ON NEXTNAV 
PETITION FOR RULEMAKING: ! 

Founded in 2003, the vision of the Wireless Broadband Alliance (WBA) is to drive 
seamless, interoperable service experiences via Wi-Fi within the global wireless ecosystem. 
WBA’s mission is to enable collaboration between service providers, technology companies and 
organizations to achieve that vision. WBA undertakes programs and activities to address 
business and technical issues, as well as opportunities, for member companies. Building on our 
heritage of Next Generation Hotspot and carrier Wi-Fi and through recent initiatives like Open 
Roaming, 2 WBA is driving the adoption of Next Generation Wi-Fi services across the entire 
public Wi-Fi ecosystem, including IoT, Big Data, Converged Services, Smart Cities and 5G. 
WBA’s membership is comprised of major operators and leading technology сотрапіеѕ.? WBA 
also conducts studies and generates reports on Wi-Fi HaLow for IoT Features, Uses Cases and 


Markets* as well as Field Trials?. 


П. THE 900 MHZ BAND IS EXTENSIVELY USED, INCLUDING BY WI-FI 
CERTIFIED HALOW 


t WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU AND OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY SEEK COMMENT 
ON NEXTNAV PETITION FOR RULEMAKING, Public Notice, DA 24-776 (rel. Aug. 6, 2024) (“Public Notice”). 


2 https://wballiance.com/openroaming/ 

3 Complete list of WBA members: http://www.wballiance.com/join-us/current-members/ 
* https://wballiance.com/resource/wifi-halow-iot/ 

5 https://wballiance.com/wi-fi-halow-for-iot-field-trials-report/ 
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The 900 МН? band is widely used by systems such as Wi-Fi HaLow, Wi-SUN, ZigBee 
and LoRa. The FCC’s Public Notice® acknowledged that there are millions of Part 15 devices 
operating in the 900 MHz band. Specifically on Wi-Fi HaLow, it is reported that there are about 
100,000 devices in operation in the U.S. now and technology is expanding commercially and 


globally’. 


Ш.МЕХТМАУ INCORRECTLY ASSERTS STATUS OF PART 15 DEVICES 


NextNav incorrectly asserts that “Part 15 Devices do not have any allocation status in the 
Commission’s rule. The assertion that Part 15 devices do not have any allocation status is 
incorrect. Please see § 2.106 page 31. 

NextNav incorrectly asserts, “Unlicensed devices have the lowest priority and cannot 
claim interference rights, except for unacceptable interference from M-LMS licensees in some 
cases, and may not cause harmful interference to M-LMS апа non-M-LMS licensees, amateur 
operations, or other licensed systems.” 

The prioritization described is incorrect. In § 90.353 LMS operation in the 902-928 MHz 
band (a) states, “LMS operations will not cause interference to and must tolerate interference 
from industrial, scientific, and medical (ISM) devices and radiolocation Government stations that 


operate in the 902-928 MHz Бапа.” Also, $ 90.353 LMS operation in the 902-928 MHz band 


6 WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU AND OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY SEEK COMMENT 
ON NEXTNAV PETITION FOR RULEMAKING, Public Notice, DA 24-776 (rel. Aug. 6, 2024) (“Public Notice”). 


7 Swedberg, Claire. “Trials Find Wi-Fi HaLow Offers High Performance loT Connectivity.” RFID Journal, August 7, 
2024, https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/trials-find-wi-fi-halow-offers-high-performance-iot- 
connectivity/221399/. 

8 FCC. § 90.353 LMS operations in the 902-928 MHz band. https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-47/chapter- 
|/subchapter-D/part-90/subpart-M/section-90.353. 


(d) also states “Additionally, EA multilateration LMS licenses will be conditioned upon the 
licensee's ability to demonstrate through actual field tests that their systems do not cause 
unacceptable levels of interference to 47 CFR part 15 devices.” Hence LMS priority is below 


Unlicensed FCC Part 15 priority. 


IV. NEXTNAV REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF REQUIREMENT IS NOT 
ACCEPTABLE 


After incorrectly stating Part 15 devices do not have any allocation status, and incorrectly 
describing the priority of unlicensed Part 15 devices, NextNav wants elimination of requirements 
to not cause interference to Part 15 devices. This will cause disruption in the millions of existing 
unlicensed Part 15 devices. NextNav request for “The removal of the current requirements that it 


not cause of unacceptable levels of interference to Part 15 Devices” 9 is not acceptable. 
V. CONCLUSIONS 


The changes proposed by NextNav would have a dramatic impact on IoT devices that 
operate in the 900 MHz band. NextNav fails to demonstrate how Part 15 devices will operate in 
the presence of NextNav system. Hence, the Commission should dismiss NextNav’s petition. 
This includes!°, 

е Dismissing the removal of § 90.353(d) LMS operations in the 902-928 MHz band 
e Dismissing the removal of text from § 90.361 Interference from part 15 and 
Amateur operations 


e Dismissing the addition of text in § 90.1410(c) Interference protection 


Э WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU AND OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY SEEK COMMENT 
ON NEXTNAV PETITION FOR RULEMAKING, Public Notice, DA 24-776 (rel. Aug. 6, 2024) (“Public Notice”). 

10 Rules supplement to NextNav Inc. petition for rulemaking, ECFS INBOX-1.401, Letter from Robert Lantz, General 
Counsel, NextNav Inc., to Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC (filed June 7, 2024) 
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Respectfully submitted, 


Policy & Regulatory Affairs Work Group 
Wireless Broadband Alliance 


contactus @ wballiance.com 


